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the righteous, hunted them, and brought them to Deqianus,
who ordered their limbs to be cut off.

Seven individuals, the sons of grandees of that country,
were sitting in their houses with locked doors, engaged in
worshipping the Omnipotent Nourisher of mankind, and
beseeching Him to remove the tyranny of Deqianus. On a
festival set apart by the oppressor for the adoration of his
futile idol, he ordered that any person not making his
appearance at the altar to sacrifice, or to worship the idol,
should be cut to pieces. He likewise summoned the above-
mentioned seven individuals to his presence, arid asked:
( What is your reason for resisting a command which must
be obeyed, and for abstaining to sacrifice and to worship
the idol ?' Mithana, who was at that time their chief,
replied: ' 0 king, thou invitest us to worship a thing
made with hands. It can neither hear nor see, we can
expect from it neither profit nor harm ; indeed, such a
block, is very far from being omnipotent. How could we
prostrate ourselves before it ? Leave oil' these insinuations,
for we can never commit such a deed!' Decjianus said:
1 If you will not adore my deity, then toll me what you are
worshipping.' They continued : ' Our Lord is the Lord of
heaven and earth; we will by no means call on any god
besides Him.-25 He is our Lord, and the Lord of all man-
kind.' When the tyrant heard these words, he threw
away the reins of self-restraint from his hands arid ordered
them to be slain. Mithana perceived the signs of fear and
terror on his friends, and exclaimed: ' O king, entrust us
to the keeping of thy officials, and respite us this night.
If we profess thy religion to-morrow, pardon us, or else
deal with us as thou pleasest.' Deqianus agreed to this
proposal, and imprisoned the professors of monotheism, but
they watched their opportunity, and escaped during the
night.

Another tradition is that, when the turn of Deqianus
came to rule in Ephesus, he himself claimed to be the
Deity, and invited the people to worship him. The com-
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